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Optional Text here

President’s Dissertation Year Fellowship
Deadline:  Completed nomination submissions are due to the Graduate Division on or before April 1, 2026 by 5:00pm PST.

	VERIFY STUDENT INFORMATION

	[bookmark: Text1][bookmark: Text2][bookmark: Text3]Student Name (Last, First Middle):                                                  
[bookmark: Text7]                                   
                                    Student ID #:               

                                                   GPA:               

         Expected Date of Graduation:               

                          Advancement Date:               
First Generation College Student? :     ☐        
(neither parent having received a 4-year degree)
Confirm Residency Status (check one):     U.S. Citizen ☐       Permanent Resident ☐       AB540 ☐        




	NOMINEE ELIGIBILITY CHECKLIST

	 ☐ Nominees must be current UCI Ph.D. students who are going into their last year (2026-27) of graduate study and who have advanced to candidacy by time of nomination.

☐ Nominees must be U.S. Citizens, Permanent Residents or AB540 status (international students are not eligible for this fellowship).

☐ Nominees must be able to file their dissertation by the summer dissertation filing deadline at the end of the award year (Summer 2027). Financial penalties will be imposed on the program/school if fellows do not file their dissertation by the summer filing deadline at the end of the award year.

☐ Nominees may not be past their academic program’s maximum time-to-degree at the time of nomination or during the award tenure.

☐ Nominees must not have previously received dissertation funding from any source in support of a final dissertation year. If awarded this fellowship, fellows are no longer eligible for additional funding from Graduate Division.

☐ Fellows are required to participate in the President’s Dissertation Year Conference hosted by University of California’s Office of the President. Traditionally, the conference is held in Northern California during the fall of the award year; however, the time of year and location are subject to change. Faculty mentors are strongly encouraged to attend.

☐ Fellows are required to present a seminar on their dissertation research twice during the award period.

☐ Nominees must qualify as a diversity student as defined by the University of California and demonstrate experience of situations or conditions which were an impediment to advancing to graduate study, such as socioeconomic or educational limitations, the absence of a family member who attended college, matriculation in a school with poor financial or curricular support, having a physical or learning disability or working long hours while attending school.




	FUNDING PACKAGE

	The funding package includes the following for the 2026-27 Academic Year:
· Fellows receive one year of fellowship support paid directly by the Graduate Division, including a yearly stipend of $35,000 (paid over a nine-month period, October 1 to June 1) and full resident tuition fees.
· Graduate programs also provide fellows with a supplement to the fellowship (minimum: $7,000)
· Although it is not advised to seek employment during the fellowship period, it is permitted. If you opt to work during any quarter of your fellowship and your employment package includes remission benefits, these benefits will apply to your tuition and fees. However, you are not eligible to receive a fee fellowship in addition to employment remission as part of this fellowship from the Graduate Division.
· $500 academic travel stipend.
· Please note, Non-resident tuition is NOT covered by this fellowship award.
 
Schools are asked to internally select up to two applications and submit these to the Graduate Division.





	ACKNOWLEDGE

	By signing below, you are acknowledging  the fellowship requirements and agree to provide a supplement to the fellowship funding package  (minimum $7,000) if your School’s nominee is selected.


School Associate Dean




Submission Instructions

Departments must complete the PDY Nomination Form and include it with the following materials in a single PDF: 
1. Completed PDY Student Application Form & Student Application Materials
2. Completed PDY Nomination Form (except for final AD approval signature)
3. Dissertation advisor letter of recommendation

Schools must submit the completed documentation for their top two school nominees using the School Submission Link by April 1, 2026 by 5:00pm PST. The Nomination Form should be reviewed, signed and submitted by or on behalf of the School Associate Dean.

· Note: All materials should be combined into one PDF prior to submission 
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