
www.grad.uci.edu

W I N T E R  2 0 1 6

QUESTIONS?
Email: diversity@rgs.uci.edu 

Roberta Espinoza will present her “Pivotal Moment” framework to illustrate how academic interventions 
alter students’ educational trajectories by transforming their social and psychological orientations toward 
academic achievement. She will share data on how these moments augment the accumulation of academic 
knowledge (cultural capital) and relationship-building skills (social capital) that facilitate school success for 
underrepresented minority students.

Roberta Espinoza is an Associate Professor of Sociology and Interim 
Associate Dean of Global and Local Programs and Director of the Institute 
for Global/Local Action and Study at Pitzer College. She received her 
B.A. from Pomona College and her Ph.D. in Sociology from the University 
of California, Berkeley. Espinoza’s research examines issues of equity, 
access, and achievement for underrepresented students in the American 
educational system. She has written two books on minority and working-
class students’ routes to college, and numerous articles on women of 
color in doctoral education and Latino undocumented students. Espinoza 
is also currently a Co-PI on a National Science Foundation S-STEM grant 
titled “MECHANISM (Mentors Enable, Connect, Help, Advocate, Nurture, 
Intervene, Sustain, and Motivate) for Success in the Sciences.”
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